INDIAN HILLS MIDDLE SCHOOL 2026-2027

8th Grade Course Request Form
Submit Course Requests Online by February 13, 2026

All 8th grade students must take the following classes as required by the USBE. ELA and Math have advanced options,
Visit https://ihmsstudentcenter.wixsite.com/ihms/class-schedule for information about replacing a required class or
meeting requirements through a different institution. Additional paperwork must be submitted.

Please see the attached “Course Description” sheet OR find course descriptions online here:
https://coursecatalog.canyonsdistrict. org/#/CourseCatalogHome

Step 1 - Choose an English Language Arts class: Step 6 - Choose a PE class:
(O 45240 ELA 8 (on-level) 1.0 The following three (3) classes meet the state’s physical
45250 ELA 8H (h 10 education requirement. Please rank in order of preference,
O (honors) with #1 being your top choice and #3 being your last.
Step 2 - Choose a Math class: e 70070 PE Team Sports
e 70170 Strength & Conditioning
[ 50300 Math 8 (on-level) 8 e 714.. Dance (1-3, appropriate level)
[(J 50320 Math 8H (honors) 1.0
O 50250 Secondary 1H Accelerated 1.0 #1 Choice:
Combines Math 8 & Sec Math 1H curriculum into
a single year. High school credit awarded. .
See course description for details. AgEs
Step 3 - Choose a Social Studies class: #3 Choice:
(O 60112 US History 8 (on-level only) 1.0
Step 4 - Choose a Science class: Step 7 - Electives
(0 30512 Science 8 (on-level only) 1.0 1. FLIP THIS PAGE to view all elective options.
2. Rank your top 7 elective choices using the space
Step 5 - Choose a Digital Studies class: available.
(O 83250 Digital Literacy 8 (on-level only) 0.5 3. Proceed to Step 8.

Step 8 (final) - Submit your course requests online via the Google form here:

LINK: https://tinyurl.com/y3572tz3




Please rank your TOP 7 ELECTIVE CHOICES. Schedule changes/corrections will not be made for elective classes
ranked in the student’s top 5 choices. Class offerings are subject to change at any time.

MY #1 ELECTIVE CHOICE:

MY #2 ELECTIVE CHOICE:

MY #3 ELECTIVE CHOICE:

MY #4 ELECTIVE CHOICE:

MY #5 ELECTIVE CHOICE:

MY #6 ELECTIVE CHOICE:

MY #7 ELECTIVE CHOICE:

Chinese Dual Language Immersion Service & Leadership Opportunities
The following classes are requirements for our students continuing in An application is required for all service and leadership opportunities.
Chinese Dual Immersion and are not available as general elective Applications are available in the Student Center or online.
options. DLI students must take both classes to maintain status D 02170 Latinos in Action (*) 1.0
[J 42030 Chinese 4H (") 101 [J 02071 Peer Tutoring (*) 0.5
[J 42047 Chinese Culture & Media (*) 0.5 D) 01501 Student Aide (*) 05
Visual Arts Writing/Public Speaking
[ 10260 Art1 (5 @) 0.5 O 46557 Creative Writing 1 (@) 0.5
O 10270 Art2($* @) 0.5 [J 16451 Debate 1 (@) 0.5
(J 10250 Art3($*) 05 O 16461 Debate 2 (*) 1.0
O 10200 Ceramics ($) 0.5 (O 46400 Journalism (@) 0.5
Dance World Languages
T it kot o b el 0 41000 French 1(@) 10
(] 71460 Dance 1 (@) 05 O 41010 Frengh 2(% 1.0
0 71470 Dance2 ($ * @) 10 O 41800 Span!sh 1(@) 1.0
(O 71501 Dance 3 (semester) ($ *) 0.5 [0 41810 Spanish 2 () 40
(O 71500 Dance Co. (full-year, auditioned) ($ *) 1.0 Healthy Lifestyles
(J 70170 Strength & Conditioning 0.5
Music Career & Technical Education
(3 13355 Concert Choir (*) 1.0 [J 87820 Coding & Robotics ($ @) 0.5
[J 13300 Guitar 1 0.5 (0 83240 Exploring Business & Marketing (@) 0.5
O 13310 Guitar 2 () 0.5 [ 80017 Exploring Technology ($ @) 0.5
O 13065 Band 1: Woodwinds ($) 1.0 (0 80450 Manufacturing Technology ($ @) 0.5
(O 13070 Band 1: Brass ($) 1.0 [J 87087 FCS A (Sewing & Design) ($ @) 0.5
(3 13084 Band 1: Percussion ($) 1.0 [0 87097 FCS B (Cooking & Childcare) ($ @) 0.5
(0 13465 Concert Band ($ *) 1.0
(O 13520 Percussion Ensemble ($ *) 1.0
{0 13025 Orchestra 1 ($) 1.0
3 13035 Orchestra 2 ($ *) 1.0
LEGEND

(§) Class Fee OR Submit Fee Waiver Form: feeschedules canyonsdistrict. ora/#/home/405

(*) Prerequisite class, teacher approval, or application required.
(") Chinese DLI Program only.

(@) Students may not repeat this class if already taken in 7th grade.
(0.5) This is a semester class.

(1.0) This is a full-year class.




COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - 8th Grade

8th Grade Honors English (1.0)

The content focus for this course includes sustained inquiry through reading,
writing, and research as students examine how ideas are developed, shaped,
and communicated across texts aligned to Utah’s ELA standards. Students take
ownership of learning by posing questions, synthesizing evidence from multiple
sources, and refining their thinking through writing, collaboration, feedback,
and reflection. Instruction emphasizes depth, intellectual independence, and
collaborative sense making, with students devoting extended time to analyzing
perspectives, evaluating claims, and communicating meaning with clarity and
purpose. Successful completion of the course prepares students for the
advanced literacy expectations and independent thinking required at the high
school level.

8th Grade Honors Math (1.0)

The content focus for this course includes three critical areas of mathematic
foundational skill: (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and
equations, including modeling and solving linear equations, and solving systems
of linear equations; (2} introduction of functions and use of functions to
describe quantitative relationships; {3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional
space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and
understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. Coliege Prep. Math 8H
content provides opportunities for increased rigor through inquiry,
collaboration, and curriculum depth.

Art 1 (0.5)
This class provides an overview of visual arts while studying a variety of art
tools and materials.

Art 2 (0.5)

Prerequisite: Art 1

This class provides an overview of visual arts while studying a variety of art
tools and materials.

Art 3 (0.5)

Prerequisite: Art 1 and 2 or Teacher Approval

This class provides an overview of visual arts while studying a variety of art
tools and materials.

Band 1 - Brass (1.0)

This beginning band class focuses on the trumpet, horn, trombone, or tuba.
Practice and concerts outside of class time and instrument are required.
Instrument required (S).

Band 1 - Percussion (1.0)

This beginning band class is offered for students who wish to learn mallet
percussion instruments such as xylophone and marimba, as well as snare drum
and other percussion instruments. Practice and concerts outside of class time
are required. Percussion kit required (S).

Band 1 - Woodwinds (1.0)

This beginning band class focuses on the flute, oboe, or clarinet. Practice and
concerts outside of class time are required. Saxophone must start with clarinet.
Instrument required ($).

Ceramics 1 (0.5)
The class develops basic skills in the creation of 3-D forms and pottery from
clay. Techniques in hand building, basic glazing, and firing are taught.

Coding & Robotics (0.5)

This course teaches beginning coding through the development of games, apps,
and robotics. Focus is on active learning, exploration, and combining electrical,
mechanical, and engineering design principles. Students will learn to design,
build, program, and control robotic devices.

Concert Band (1.0)

Prerequisite: Band 1 or Audition/Interview

This intermediate-level band course increases musical proficiency through
performance and study of music. Practice, rehearsals, and concerts outside of
class time are required. Instrument required ($).

Concert Choir (1.0)

This class is an advanced vocal music group using advanced choral literature
and techniques of singing. Rehearsals and performances outside of class time
are required and constitute a portion of the grade.

Creative Writing 1 (0.5)

This course is designed to introduce students to imaginative composition. The
study and writing of personal experiences, character sketches, short fiction, and
poetry is emphasized.

Dance 1 (0.5)

This course offers instruction on the fundamentals of dance techniques and
composition. (This class can satisfy the PE requirement, or it can be taken as an
elective in addition to the traditional PE class.)

Dance 2 (1.0)

Prerequisite: Dance 1 or Teacher Approval (tessa.homer@canyonsdistrict.org)
This full-year intermediate course emphasizes techniques, choreography, and
improvisation. (This class can satisfy the PE requirement, or it can be taken as
an elective in addition to the traditional PE class.)

Dance 3 (semester) (0.5)

Prerequisite: Dance 2 and/or Teacher Approval

This semester course will focus on dance technique, choreography, and
performance. Rehearsals and performances outside of class time are reguired.
(This class can satisfy the PE requirement, or it can be taken as an elective in
addition to the traditional PE class.)

Dance Company (full year) (1.0)

By Audition Only (tessa.homer@canyonsdistrict.org)

This full-year advanced dance course emphasizes technique, choreography, and
improvisation. Rehearsals and performances outside of class time are required.
(This class can satisfy the PE requirement, or it can be taken as an elective in
addition to the traditional PE class.)

Debate 1 (0.5)

This course is designed to introduce students to debate, analysis, reasoning,
delivery skills, organization, writing techniques and research. The course
provides opportunities for impromptu speaking, original oratory, and
extemporaneous speaking.

Debate 2 (1.0)

Prerequisite: Debate 1

This full-year course is designed to provide in-depth study of areas introduced
in Debate 1. Students will have the opportunity to participate in competitive
debates.

Digital Literacy (0.5)

This course allows students to develop basic computing fundamentals, improve
digital communications, identify the importance of protecting individual data,
apply key applications, and maintain positive digital wellness. Students will have
opportunities to use digital devices to apply skills to accomplish tasks more
efficiently using creativity, critical thinking, productivity, and collaboration in the
classroom and day-to-day life.

Exploring Business & Marketing (0.5)

Students will have the opportunity to explore the essential concepts in
Business, Finance, and Marketing Career Cluster. Students will participate in
business basics, marketing, employment skills, entrepreneurship, accounting,
finance, leadership learning activities, and running the school’s PBIS store.



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - 8th Grade

Exploring Technology (0.5)

Exploring Technology is a comprehensive, action-based, course that
introduces students to technology and its impact on society. Students will
explore Engineering and at least three of the following seven technology
areas: agriculture and biotechnology, construction, energy and power,

information and communication, manufacturing, medical, and transportation.

FCS A (Family & Consumer Sciences — Sewing & Design) (0.5)

This course provides the opportunity to learn essential life skills such as
interior design, clothing construction and style, textiles, consumerism, free
enterprise, and job-related tasks.

FCS B (Family & Consumer Sciences — Cooking & Child Care) (0.5)

This course provides the opportunity to learn essential life skills such as
childcare, food and nutrition, family relationships, personal responsibility,
consumerism, free enterprise, and job-related tasks.

French 1 (1.0)

This class is taught using the High School curriculum.

Students learn to understand, speak, read and write in French using basic lists
of memorized phrases, giving personal information about self, family and
friends, and expressing likes, dislikes, preferences, and needs.

French 2 (1.0)
Prerequisite: French 1 or Teacher Approval

Guitar 1 (0.5)

This course introduces learning to play a guitar. Emphasis will be placed on
reading music, fundamental technigue in the first position, simultaneous
singing and playing, and tone production. Practice outside of class time and
instrument required (S).

Guitar 2 (0.5)

Prerequisite: Guitar 1 or Teacher Approval.

This course is designed to provide guitar students with more advanced
strums, bar chords, and melodic playing. Practice outside of class time and
instrument required ($).

Journalism (0.5)

This class is designed to train students in newspaper writing and reading.
Interviewing and editing are emphasized. Students complete a class
newspaper and film weekly videos for the school containing announcements,
interviews, and brief lessons.

Latinos in Action (1.0)

A leadership class designed to empower bilingual Latinos through culture,
service, and education. Students are provided an avenue to develop
leadership, citizenship and mentoring skills. Students do not need to identify
as Latinx to choose this class. Application required.

Manufacturing Technology (0.5)

This course introduces students to changing raw materials into finished
projects. Materials used include wood, metals, and plastics. Students will also
explore the many careers associated with the manufacturing process.

Orchestra 1 (1.0)
This beginner class focuses on the violin, viola, cello, or string bass. Practice
and concerts outside of class time and instrument required ($).

Orchestra 2 (1.0)

Prerequisite: Instructor approval

This is an intermediate-level class. Practice, rehearsals, and performances
outside of class time are required. Instrument required (S).

PE (Team Sports) (0.5)
This course is designed to teach sports that involve and require group
participation and cooperation. (This class satisfies the PE requirement.)

Peer Tutoring (0.5)

Students assist the teachers and students in our ACC classroom. This is an
excellent opportunity for building empathy and leadership skills. Application
required.

Percussion Ensemble (1.0)

Prerequisite: Band 1 or Teacher Approval

This intermediate-level course is designed to improve skills for students with
drum or mallet percussion experience {i.e., marimba, xylophone, and bells).
Rehearsals and performances outside of class time are required. Percussion
kit required ().

Secondary 1H Accelerated (NEW TO DISTRICT) (1.0)

Created specifically for 8th grade students wanting to advance in math,
Secondary Math 1H Accelerated extends 8th grade math concepts into
Secondary 1H concepts of linear relationships, in part by contrasting them
with exponential relationships, and in part by applying linear models to data
that exhibit a linear trend. Properties and theorems involving congruent
figures will be used to deepen and extend understanding of geometric
knowledge. Vectors and matrices, additional Pre-Calculus topics , will also be
studied in this honors class so as to prepare students to take AP Calculus their
11th grade year. Students will earn high school credit for this course, and their
grades will appear on their official high school transcripts.

Spanish 1 (1.0)

This class is taught using the High School curriculum.

Students learn to understand, speak, read and write in Spanish using basic
lists of memorized phrases, giving personal information about self, family and
friends, and expressing likes, dislikes, preferences, and needs.

Spanish 2 (1.0)
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 and/or Teacher Approval

Strength/Conditioning (0.5)

This course covers training technigues to enhance muscular strength,
muscular endurance, as well as some aerobic conditioning. (This class can
satisfy the PE requirement, or it can be taken as an elective in addition to the
traditional PE class.)

Student Aide (0.5)

Students are assigned to a teacher or an office to assist with everyday tasks.
Students are not able to request a specific location or assignment. Application
required.



